nggg;?ggi\éeﬁnent Enhancing the Health and Welfare of
Ao Central Bucks County and Surrounding Communities

A Treasured Legacy - Stories of the James-Lorah Memorial Home

By Kathryn R. McKenna
In Kathryn McKenna's updated book, readers are
treated to tales of Doylestown's “finest house in the
% % Ve borough” and its rich legacy through historical
%ﬂ&% accounts and intimate stories, charmingly illustrated
Skl en s L ToreeE s Byt from the James’ family archives, furniture, clothing,

and treasures.
In the center of Doylestown, PA is a priceless gem - a
stately 17-room Victorian mansion, built by Judge
Henry Mercer, the grandfather of the renowned
anthropologist Henry Chapman Mercer -- who was
born in the house.

The mansion was later purchased by Oliver and Sarah
James. Their daughter, also Sarah James,
bequeathed the house and all its contents to the
Village Improvement Association of Doylestown (VIA)
upon her death in 1954.

The auditorium, added in 1964, has become the
venue for VIA meetings, community events, recitals,
evnind abins s ares e Jallne e the snoon ever i and theatrical performances, but the original house
Touching heart of saint and sinnev, happy child and burdened wife.” was |a rge|y unknown to a” but VIA members Uﬂtil the
From “Snow Fakes" by Gearge Lovah . .
James-Lorah Committee began house tours in 2021.

Visitors may now see first-hand what life was like in the late 1800s and early 1900s, including Dr. James’
medical gear and office, Sarah James' exquisite gowns, and the family’s many treasures, books, and
pictures. (They kept it all!)

Send the completed order form and a check,
Order Form made payable to "VIA of Doylestown,” to:

VIA Office Attention: JLMH Committee
Doylestown Hospital Administration - 2" Floor
595 W. State Street Doylestown, PA 18901

Name:

Mailing Address:

Email Address:

Number of Books at $25.00 each:

$5.00 shipping charge:

Total enclosed: $
Please allow up to 3 weeks for delivery. Contact JLMHTours@VIA-Doylestown.org with any questions.

The Village Improvement Association of Doylestown (VIA) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.




