
 

 March 2019 VIA Newsletter 
 

Our Vision: A Healthy and Vibrant Community 

From the VIA President  
Joyce A. Hanson 

ongratulations to Sandy Homel for her tenacity in 
finding another great house and to the entire 
Designer House Committee for quickly coming 
together to complete tasks that had to be redone to 

showcase Peppermint Farm, the 2019 Bucks County Designer 
House & Gardens.  Thank you to the Empty House Committee 
for yet another very enjoyable and successful party.  Cannot 
wait to see the transformation in May!   

Our March 5 membership meeting, which will once again be 
held at 1 pm in the VIA Auditorium at the Health & Wellness 
Center, should be a good reminder that spring is right around 
the corner.  A. Miles Arnott, Executive Director of Bowman’s 
Hill Wildflower Preserve, will present a brief history of the 
Wildflower Preserve, their current status and their vision for 
the future.  His presentation will focus on the crucial 
connection between humankind and nature, along with the 
health benefits the Preserve offers to individuals, as well as to 
the community. 

I recently received an email from Kathy 
Meyer, a VIA member, as well as a 
member of the Soroptimist 
International of Indian Rock.  It reads:  
“The Village Improvement Association 
of Doylestown has been selected to 
receive the Advancing the Status of 
Women Award from Soroptimist 
International of Indian Rock.  This 

award is given to an organization that has been particularly active in initiating, 
supporting or advocating programs that advance the status of women, and by doing so has contributed 
to the improvement of women's status in society.”  This award was presented to the VIA at a dinner on 
March 6 at Spring Mill Manor.  Congratulations to the VIA! 

The James-Lorah Memorial Home Committee, together with the Bucks County Country Gentlemen, is 
hosting a fundraiser in the James-Lorah Auditorium on Sunday, March 24, 1 pm – 2:30 pm and 4 pm – 
5:30 pm.  You will learn about the Two Best-Kept Secrets of Doylestown through a century of songs and 
stories.  Proceeds will benefit the JLMH.  Be sure to purchase your tickets today either online or by sending 
a check payable to VIA to VIA Office, Attn: Beverly Harvey, 595 W. State St., Doylestown, PA 18901 

C. 
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Of Special Note 
EXTENDED THRU 

MARCH 18! 
VIA Logo Wear is now on 
sale! Show your pride in 
being a member of the VIA 
and purchase a jacket, 
vest, or shirt with the VIA 
logo.  Please visit Sports-
wearPlus.com and click 
on Showroom at the top 

of the screen to view these high-quality and rea-
sonably priced items.  Place your order by March 
18 and they will be available for pick up in the 
VIA office during the first week of April.   

From the Editor 
The newsletter is a wonderful vehicle to pro-
mote the incredible work that members of the 
VIA are engaged in to fulfill the organization’s 
mission and have a fun experience in doing so. 
The newsletter contents are a reflection of our 
professionalism, appreciation of our members, 
appreciation for others who support us, and 
recognition of the support that we provide to 
others.   

It is in this regard that I would request all news-
letter submissions be thoroughly checked for ac-
curacy before sending articles for inclusion.  For 
example, please be sure when referencing an-
other company that the correct name is used (if 
you’re not sure – do an internet search) and that 
the message is grammatically correct (Gram-
marly.com is a great resource). As I’ve learned 
over the years, here are a few other tips: use ex-
clamation marks very frugally, do not include 
“set, nd, or rd” in dates.  

Photos enhance the stories we are telling, so 
please send them in. When taking a photo, try to 
capture the action and essence of what is occur-
ring rather than a “line up” of people. Most mo-
bile phones today take outstanding images.  Be 
sure that they are high resolution and that back-
grounds aren’t distracting or have bright lights.  
Check to see how the image looks before the op-
portunity passes - It’s very easy to retake a shot 

if it isn’t “capturing the moment”.  All photos 
should be sent including the event, location, 
names (and titles if appropriate) of everyone in-
cluded in the image.  

Thanks for your assistance! 

Letters to the VIA 
Welfare Committee 

Your donation of $4,000 will ensure that FISH 
will be able to respond to the next caller seek-
ing emergency assistance, like the mother 
whose food stamps have run out, or the man 
whose landlord is about to evict him and his 
children, or the policeman seeking a room for a 
woman wandering along a rural road. 

--- 

Thank you for your recent donation of $2,000 in 
support of our Bucks County Street Outreach 
program.  Your generosity will continue to help 
Valley Youth House in its mission to become 
the catalyst for youth to achieve their desired 
future through genuine relationships that sup-
port families, ensure safe places and build com-
munity connections. 

--- 

Thank you to the Village Improvement Associa-
tion for the very generous $2,500 donation to 
Lenape Valley Foundation.  As always, we are 
extremely appreciative of this donation.  This 
year, our holiday assistance program was a 

wonderful success.  We were able to help more 
than 424 of our consumers and their family 

members through this effort this year.  We are 
so fortunate to have the ongoing support of car-

ing community donors and the VIA. 

 --- 

Bucks County Housing Group Board of Direc-
tors staff and client families thank you for your 
generous donation of $3,000 for Pantry Part-
ners (for the Doylestown Food Pantry). Those 
who patronize the pantry are typically low-in-
come working people who simply cannot make 
ends meet. Many are underemployed or, as in 
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the case of our local seniors, are on a fixed in-
come.  38% of our clients are children; 15% are 
senior citizens. 

Your recognition of the problem of poverty and 
choosing BCHG for your donation is greatly ap-
preciated.” Happy Holidays.  Thank you for all 
the support you’ve given us and the Doylestown 
Hospital patients this past year.  Warmest 
wishes, Doylestown Health Case Management. 

 

 

Doylestown Health System Report  
Joan Parlee, Vice President Health Services 

Spring returns this month.  What a happy 
thought!  My daffodils can’t wait and are already 
popping up their heads. 

This month Steve Day, Director of Risk and Pri-
vacy Officer, presented information on the crisis 
brewing because of the proposed repeal of the 
medical professional liability venue rule reform 
as adopted in 2002 at the time of the previous 
medical liability turmoil.  Pennsylvania physi-
cians and hospitals would be adversely affected 
if claimants could again “venue shop” for the 
hearings of their suits in counties other than 
where the alleged malpractice occurred (read 
Philadelphia and Pittsburgh) and where juries 

are verdict friendly to claimants.  The Hospital 
Association of Pennsylvania and the Pennsylva-
nia Medical Society are advocating to prevent 
this repeal.  The deadline for appeals was Febru-
ary 22, which has, at least, been postponed.  
Please be alert for opportunities to be heard on 
this issue and take appropriate action. 

John Reiss, Vice President and General Counsel 
of Doylestown Health, provided an annual Com-
pliance report.  The Hospital Board of Trustees 
represents the Compliance Committee as a 
whole.  The Committee is currently reviewing all 
our credit card transactions.  There are no major 
issues with billing or claims and our hotline re-
ceives minimal calls. 

The Clinical Quality Report emphasized our Med-
ical Research programs, which focus on cardio-
vascular studies.  Doylestown Hospital is one of 
the sites with the highest number of participants 
in significant clinical trials.  This research helps to 
distinguish us from other institutions, is essential 
in providing advanced medical care and helps us 
attract the best physicians. 

The Patient Safety report was given for Q4/2018.  
Of the nine categories of infections presented, 
there were 4 c. difficile infections and one total 
hip infection.  There has been no c. difficile in the 
current quarter.  There were no infections in the 
other 7 categories.  Total Hip and Knee Joint 
Commission Recertification occurred February 5, 
2019.  The Emergency Management Evaluation 
for 2018 was completed and found to be effec-
tive.  The 2018 Competency Report was given to 

 

 

VIA Treasurer’s Report 
Ruth Carlson 
For month ending Jan 31, ‘19 Dec 31, ‘18 

Current Assets $96,872.06 $97,871 

Long Term Assets  $362,115.64 $362,115 

Total Assets $458,987.70 $459,986 

   

Income YTD  $3,267.90 $60,063 

Expenses YTD $455,719.80 $45,912 

Change In Net Assets $458,987.70 $14,151 
 

VIA Officers 

VIA President   Joyce A. Hanson 
1st Vice President Barbara Ann Price 
2nd Vice President Helen Hammes 
Recording Secretary Connie Ocelus 
Corresponding Secretary Joy Levy 
Treasurer Ruth Carlson 
Assistant Treasurer  Beverly Harvey 

VIA of Doylestown 
595 West State Street, Doylestown, PA 18901 

215-345-2347 | VIA-Doylestown.org 
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the Board.  This includes a summary of compe-
tencies based on performance, evaluations, 
completion of required learning and turnover 
rates. 

The Finance Committee report included infor-
mation about changes to our PNC loan agree-
ment to remove a ratings trigger if we go below 
a certain credit rating.  A resolution authorizing 
Jim Brexler, CEO, and Dan Upton, CFO, to ap-
prove the final terms and issue the required 
amendments and documents in relation to PNC 
and our bonds was approved unanimously. 

Mr. Upton informed the Board that the January 
financials have been adjusted to reflect an addi-
tional $600K as a result of delayed billing.  He 
also told the Board that he had met with Ponder, 
an outside healthcare advisory firm that will 
evaluate our debt capacity and provide possible 
options of refinancing our debt structure and es-
tablishing our market position as a regional spe-
cialty care center.  This change could potentially 
provide resources for completing projects, accel-
erating construction and preserving cash on 
hand.   

Pine Run’s Operating Gain is 191% better than 
last year.  DH Physicians Operating Results are 
10% better than the prior year, but still showing 
an operating loss.  Doylestown Hospital YTD Op-
erating Gain shows an improvement of $3.2M 
compared to FY2018.  YTD Expenses are down 
$2.9M from FY2018.  However, YTD Net Patient 
Revenue is $415K below prior year, Inpatient dis-
charges are 1.2% less than FY2018 and Inpatient 
Surgical volume overall is 1.2% below prior year 
(reflecting a shift of procedures to outpatient 
status).  The Pension Fund assets decreased 
$1.8M since 6/18 due to market fluctuations.  
The Health System, although showing a loss, has 
improved performance by $2.6M when com-
pared to last year.  The Doylestown Health Sys-
tem annual forecast shows a below budget gain 
but favorable to last year’s audited results. 

The Medical Executive Committee, Credentialing 
Committee made motions to approve member-
ship/privileges for two Doctors, one in Orthope-
dics with Rothman and one Hospitalist.  They 
also motioned to approve Advanced Practice 
Providers, one with Rothman, one with Urgent 

Care and four for Buckingham Family Practice 
(now Doylestown Health Primary Care/Bucking-
ham).  These motions passed unanimously. 

Just last night we learned that we have received 
another 5 Star Rating from CMS! 

Events and Activities 
VIA Membership Meetings  
April 5 / 1:00 pm / James-Lorah Auditorium 
Just A Girl – Jenny Lee Stern 

Jenny Lee Stern is 
a Doylestown na-
tive and Broad-
way veteran. In 
her program, Just 
A Girl, she takes 
us on a journey 
through song and 
stories, stopping 
along the way to 

acknowledge the women in her life who have in-
spired her both personally and professionally as 
told through her favorite popular and Broadway 
music.  

"Variety calls triple threat Jenny Lee Stern “won-
derful,” and DC Theatre Scene raves “along with 
her gifted pipes, Stern has a stage presence that 
could fill up the Grand Ole Opry.” Stern appeared 
on Broadway in the musical Rocky. Off-Broad-
way, she earned resounding critical acclaim for 
her dynamic celebrity impressions in Forbidden 
Broadway and Spamilton, as well as appearing in 
A Christmas Story at Madison Square Garden. 
Additionally, Stern originated the role of Mary 
Delgado for the National Tour of Chicago, and 
original Toronto companies of Jersey Boys. Other 
theatre performances include multiple produc-
tions of Always, Patsy Cline (Patsy Cline), Little 
Shop of Horrors (Audrey), Damn Yankees (Lola), 
Xanadu (Kira), Grease (Rizzo), Grease (Frenchy), 
West Side Story (Anybodys), and Godspell (Bless 
the Lord). Concerts include Just a Girl and The 
Skivvies at NYC’s 54 Below, as well as the Bucks 
County Symphony Orchestra Pops. Television: 
The Sopranos and The Mysteries of Laura." 

She is a Central Bucks West and Linden Elemen-
tary School grad, who moved back to 
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Doylestown, where she is happily raising her 
three lovely girls. 

VIA Membership Meeting/Hospital Apprecia-
tion Lunch  
May 7 / 11:30 am / Doylestown Hospital CR J 
The speaker for this annual luncheon hosted by 
the hospital is Jim Brexler, Doylestown Health 
President and CEO. Jim has been very busy with 
the new hospital expansion and numerous other 
issues.  His topic will appear in a future newslet-
ter. 

Please contact Laura Kruger (lkruger@dh.org)  to 
make a reservation as seating is limited. 

VIA Evening in the Garden  
May 21 / 6 – 8 pm / Peppermint Farm 
Join us for our spring evening meeting, “VIA 
Evening in the Garden,” at the 2019 Designer 
House, Peppermint Farm, 2613 Hilltown Pike, 
Perkasie, PA 18944. Help us introduce the VIA to 
potential members. The gardens will be open to 
tour; however, Designer House tours will not be 
available. Reservations will be required—stay 
tuned for more information!  

Help Needed 

Are you busy during the day but still want to help 
with the VIA’s largest fundraiser - the Bucks 
County Designer House & Gardens? If so here is 
a less time-intensive job: Be part of the team for 
the VIA's "Evening in the Gardens" meeting, 
Tuesday, May 14, 6-8 pm, at Peppermint Farm 
(2613 Hilltown Pike, Perkasie, PA 18944). We 
need help with event set up such as display 
boards, food, etc. Please contact Jan Cope at 
215-348-5423 or janbcope@verizon.net if you’re 
willing to help.  

June General Membership Meeting 
June 4/Noon/Doylestown Country Club 
The annual June Luncheon will take place at the 
Doylestown Country Club.  We plan to celebrate 
our past year achievements and award the win-
ners of several VIA scholarships along with the 
winners of the Community Recognition Awards. 

Additional details will be included in the next 
newsletter regarding lunch costs and reservation 
details. 

Book Club  

March 25 / 10:30 am / Forest Ridge Club House 
The VIA book club will 
meet in the Forest 
Ridge Club House at 
300 Beech Blvd., War-
rington, PA 18976. 
The Collector's Ap-
prentice: A Novel by 
B.A. Shapiro will be 
discussed. 

Crazy for You: The New Gershwin Musical  
Comedy 

June 19 / 2 pm / De Sales University  
Tony Award-win-
ning classic tale 
of boy loses girl. 
Treasured Gersh-
win songs meet 
sparkling, sensa-
tional dances in 
the ultimate feel-
good musical 

comedy for the summer season. From acclaimed 
Lend Me a Tenor and The Three Musketeers 
funnyman playwright Ken Ludwig, this Tony 
Award-winning musical sends a banker with 
show business stars in his eyes from New York to 
Deadrock, Nevada on official business. Mistaken 
identities, love at first sight, and hijinks hilarity 
resuscitate an abandoned theater and the spirit 
of a small town. With a wealth of memorable 
tunes including “I’ve Got Rhythm,” “Someone to 
Watch Over Me” and “Nice Work if You Can Get 
It,” Crazy for You bubbles over with spectacular 
show-stopping numbers and glistens with 1930s 
glamour. 

The performance will be held as part of the Penn-
sylvania Shakespeare Festival at De Sales Univer-
sity Labuda Theater located at 2755 Station Ave, 
Center Valley, Pennsylvania 18034. 

Arrange to meet at noon for lunch on your own 
at the Copperhead Grille, 5737 Rt 378, Bethle-
hem, PA 18015 (copperheadgrille.com).  

Tickets are $44 per person payable to VIA and 
are available March 5 – May 25. For additional 
information, please contact Diana Hazzard 215-

mailto:lkruger@dh.org
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290-7446 or diana.hhazzard@yahoo.com.  Com-
plete the following order form and return with a 
check payable to the VIA of Doylestown to VIA 
Office: Attn Social Committee, 595 West State 
Street, Doylestown, PA 18901. 

Crazy for You Tickets 

Name  

Email  

Phone  

# Tickets @$44pp  

Seat Location 

circle one 

Orchestra 

Balcony 

Total Enclosed $ 

Committee Updates 

Community Response Fund 
Marilyn Mele 

The Community Response Fund Committee was 
established to address unmet community needs 
by awarding one-time grants to other non-profit 
organizations. Grant requests should be con-
sistent with the VIA's mission to enhance the 
health and welfare of Central Bucks County and 
surrounding communities and may not provide 
permanent support, either total or partial, to an 
agency or individual. 

Through March 31, 2019, the Community Re-
sponse Fund Committee will be accepting grant 
applications. Please think about organizations 
you are familiar with and spread the word. Inter-
ested organizations may complete a Grant Appli-
cation which may be found on the VIA Website 
(VIA-Doylestown.org) under Community Im-
pact/Community Response and Recognition. 
Please contact me with any suggestions. I may be 
reached at marimele@verizon.net or (215) 534-
2253.Thank You. 

 

Designer House 
Sandy Homel 

Thank you to our many members who traveled 
to Peppermint Farm and attended the February 
24 Empty House Party the premier event of the 
2019 Designer House fundraiser.  Tickets sold 
out early and our 300+ guests enjoyed an after-
noon minus the rain which stopped at noon.  
Bishop Estate Vineyard & Winery and B&B Bev-
erages offered wine and beer tastings and So-
dexo wowed the crowd with outstanding snacks 
and sandwiches.  Our special appreciation to the 
EHP Committee for their homemade desserts.   

I am very pleased to announce that Joan and Don 
Parlee have offered to serve as Honorary Chairs 
for the 2019 Designer House.  Their generosity 
and support are very much appreciated.   

The 1860 farmhouse, studio and milk house are 
currently undergoing major transformations.  
Over 20 designers are participating this year.  
Landscaping projects include the children’s play-
house, soon to be a “she-shed”.  Simply Fresh by 
McCaffrey's in Doylestown will be the café food 
supplier and will be located in the garage.  Six 
boutiques will offer a unique shopping experi-
ence in the barn. 

Plan to attend the Opening Weekend Gala on Fri-
day, April 26 at Pearl S. Buck Estate.  VIP tickets 
include a Champagne Reception, valet parking, 
and tour of the Pearl S. Buck Estate and cost 
$275pp. Gala Tickets are $165 pp. All gala at-
tendees will receive a tour ticket that will be hon-
ored anytime during the 29 days that the house 
is open to the public. Invitations are available in 
the VIA Office if you prefer to pay by check or 
online at BucksCountyDesignerHouse.org.  Party 
with your friends or family and reserve a table 
for 10 at either the Champagne Reception or 

http://via-doylestown.org/
http://via-doylestown.org/
mailto:marimele@verizon.net
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Gala rate. The Gala Committee is throwing an-
other great event.  The Chatterband will again 
perform live and Jamie Hollander will be serving 
an incredible menu in the Pearl S. Buck Estate Pa-
vilion. 

The Designer House officially opens on Sunday, 
April 28 and runs through May 26.  Brochures will 
be mailed in early March and tour tickets are 
available at BucksCountyDesignerHouse.org. 

This is the VIA’s largest fundraiser and all VIA 
members are asked to sign up for at least two 
shifts at the Designer House.  We especially need 
Guides! 

Designer Sales will be collecting gently used 
items on April 18, noon - 2 pm at the Designer 
House. All proceeds from the Treasures will ben-
efit the Designer House.  

Fundraising 
Cory H. Schroeder 

Thanks to Sandy Homel, Joyce Hanson, Kathy 
Grasmeder, and Debbie Thorne who in addition 
to me signed up for Edwards Studios offer that 
we ran in late 2018. If you took advantage of this 
fundraiser, you should soon hear from the studio 
to schedule your portrait session. If your name 
was not listed and you believe it should be, 
please contact me at coryxa6254@gmail.com. 

Thanks to Gloria Walker and Mary Kay Cosmet-
ics, you have an opportunity to pamper yourself 
in March too! Gloria has kindly extended her of-
fer through March 20. She is offering two dates, 
Tuesday, March 12 noon- 2:30 pm at the Health 
& Wellness Center Warrington Room on Rt 611, 
and Thursday, March 14 in the VIA Office from 
10:30 - noon. Gloria, thank you for your kindness 
in extending this offer! 

Sign up for a complimentary session to learn cor-
rect skin care and application of make-up or cre-
ate a “new look” for yourself and brighten your 
spirits! Gloria can do this in several ways – at the 
locations suggested above, in your home or that 
of a friend, her home or even at another loca-
tion. Choose from selected times or an individual 
appointment. No purchase is necessary, but the 
products will be available. Or, if you prefer to just 
order products, an order form is enclosed. If you 

have any questions, please feel free to contact 
Gloria at 215-794-5267 or glowalker1@veri-
zon.net. 

And now, with that fabulous face, get ready for 
dinner too at a MAD MEX ‘BUILD YOUR OWN FA-
JITA’ PARTY on April 1 at 7pm! 

Enjoy…Mad Mex chips, fresh salsa, guacamole 
and Casa Salad with choice of two dressings. 

Wings: Choice of flavor/intensity: served with 
ranch, blue cheese, and celery 

Mad Mex Fajitas with your choice of two pro-
teins: pick from, grilled steak, taco beef, marga-
rita chicken, marinated portobella, marinated 
tofu, adobo shrimp, or mahi-mahi.  Ready to roll 
with grilled onions and peppers, Mexican rice, 
sour cream, guacamole, pico de gallo, Monterrey 
jack cheese, shredded lettuce, and warm flour 
tortillas 

Buffet includes one 16 oz Dos Equis draft or a 16 
oz House Margarita per person (must be 21 or 
older), soft drinks, and a dessert table featuring 
Mexican Chocolate Brownies with toppings of 
hot fudge, honey, and powdered sugar. 

Reservations are $40 pp including gratuity. Con-
tact Cory at coryxa6254@gmail.com or 215-796-
1795 for questions or to register. 

$35 of each reservation will benefit the VIA. 
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If you are still hungry the following week, join us 
at UNO’s Warrington for lunch, happy hour, din-
ner or all the above! Mark the calendar for April 
9, and then again for November 12! Twenty per-
cent of the proceeds over $1,000, INCLUDING al-
cohol, benefits the VIA! A pretty good deal. This 
year we will have representatives in the main 
dining room and the bar area to greet all the 
guests that come in. Fingers crossed that this ef-
fort will increase our income! 

Thank you for your support! 

 

 

Home Life 
Kathy Lambert

 
Pictured are Committee Members JoAnn Moyer, Kathryn 
Lambert and Jean Leister showing Life Enrichment Coach of 
Pine Run, Tracey Mullarkey, the presentations for this year. 

The Home Life Committee annually celebrates 
Valentine’s Day with the residents of Pine Run 
Health Center. The Committee presents the res-
idents with Valentine Cards and small gifts and 
visits each room. Pictured are Committee Mem-
bers JoAnn Moyer, Kathryn Lambert and Jean 
Leister showing Life Enrichment Coach of Pine 
Run, Tracey Mullarkey, the presentations for this 
year.  

James-Lorah Memorial Home 
Jeanne Sandusky 

On February 5, Sue Standen presented a check in 
the amount of $1,105 to the James-Lorah Me-
morial Home. Sue is the Chair of the Restoration 
and Preservation Committee for the Neshamini 
Creekers Questors. This group wanted us to be 
able to replace the memorial sign that is at the 
front of the house. We thank the Neshamini 
Creekers for their generous donation. 
 
Fundraising 
March – April 2019 – March 
into Spring by heading to the 
Radiance Spa which is located 
at the Bucks Club, 2600 York 
Road, Jamison. Relax & Re-
store yourself while restoring 
and preserving the JLMH. Enjoy a variety of mas-
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sages, facials and other body treatments. Cou-
pons will be distributed at the March Meeting 
and are included in this newsletter. Present the 
coupon when you visit Radiance Spa and they 
will donate 15% of your treatment fees to the 
JLMH. Contact them at 215-343-0350, ext. 6 or 
visit info@radiance-spa.com for more infor-
mation and appointments. 

 
 
Please join us on Sunday, March 24 when the 
Bucks County Country Gentlemen present “Dis-
cover the Two Best Kept Secrets of Doylestown”. 

Of course, these two secrets are the JLMH and 
the Bucks County Country Gentlemen. These tal-
ented singers will lead us through the history of 
the house by presenting songs from 1844 – the 
present day. There will be two performances at 
1 pm and 4 pm. We have so enjoyed working 
with these gentlemen and look forward to shar-
ing their creativity with you.  

Marketing 
Allyson Gilmore 

VIA Website 
The marketing committee has been working dili-
gently with The Up Agency on development of a 
new VIA website.  Over the past month, we have 
reviewed the main objectives of our website and 
what we are looking to achieve as well as begun 
to dig deep into our content for every page cur-
rently on our website and ones that may be miss-
ing.  We ask that every member take a look at 
the website and seek to identify where infor-
mation is not current, is inaccurate or can be ex-
panded to better tell our story! Any material that 
contains the old VIA logo will be removed until 
an updated copy is made available. Also, if any 
member has digital images of the VIA events, 
please send them to Joy Levy or Allyson Gilmore 
so that we can archive all VIA images in one loca-
tion. Our goal is to have the content of the web-
site completed by the end of March and with a 
website completed by July 1, 2019. 

We have received several marketing campaign 
materials including new pop-up banners that 
promote the VIA mission and VIA-branded pens. 
There are two pop-up banners which can be 
taken to events upon request, please contact Al-
lyson Gilmore to reserve and sign out banners, 
tablecloths or other event tabling activities. One 
banner will be on display in the James-Lorah Au-
ditorium. 

It's important that we all speak with "one VIA 
voice".  We ask all members, especially those 
who in their roles serve as the "face" of the VIA 
in public settings, familiarize themselves with 
the "Elevator Speech" and boilerplate state-
ments that can be found on the VIA Website's 
Members Only Section under Marketing.  Please 
be sure to use these short remarks in presenta-
tions on behalf of the VIA and in written materi-
als 

To make sure all our members and the commu-
nity are informed of our events, we need you to 
keep us aware of all upcoming events. The Mar-
keting Committee has been charged with creat-
ing all VIA flyers, so we have a consistent look 
and message (plus it takes the effort off of your 
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committee). We ask that no information be 
handed out to members, the community, or 
posted in the hospital until it has been reviewed 
by the Marketing Committee. We will also post 
your event on the VIA website, send out infor-
mation through social media, and send press re-
leases to the media. Please note that materials 
which are not approved by the Marketing Com-
mittee may be removed from the hospital. Let-
ting us know early in the process will help us cre-
ate the best materials. After an event occurs, 
please send us your pictures and stories so we 
can tell the world about what the VIA is doing to 
fulfill our mission! 

Please contact Allyson Gilmore at agil-
more@dh.org about all VIA events. 

Membership 
LaFaun Reed Kahn 

“The quality of your life will be determined by the 
quality of your contribution.  When you work to 
improve the lives of others, your life improves au-
tomatically.”  Kurek Ashley 

Please join me in welcoming our newest mem-
bers. 

Gail Harbaugh joins us from Doylestown.  She 
has been a widow for three years and is looking 
to put her time to good use as a member of the 
VIA.  Gail is interested in joining us on the De-
signer House and Fundraising Committees. 

Kathie Poore joins us from Ottsville.  Originally 
from Long Island, NY, she has always had family 
in the Bucks County area.  In the 70s Kathie 
worked as a reading specialist in the East 
Stroudsburg School District.  While living there 
she was a member of the hospital auxiliary and 
managed the antique vendors at their annual An-
tique Show.  Kathie has two sons, one a graduate 
of West Point and the other of Penn State.  
Kathie enjoys collecting antiques and art and is 
interested in sharing her talents with the Home 
Life, Veterans, Welfare, Women’s Scholarships, 
Fundraising and Social Committees. 

Welcome Gail and Kathie!!! 

If you hear of a member who is under the 
weather or could use some encouragement, 
please contact VIA President, Joyce Hanson. 

The next Membership Committee meeting will 
be held on April 8, 2019 at 10:00 am in Confer-
ence Room C at Doylestown Hospital.  

As always, any VIA member is welcome to attend 
the membership committee meeting as a guest 
or a potential member. 

In Memoriam 
Roylene Wahler  2/4/19 

Strategic Planning 
Barbara Ann Price 

We are very proud to announce that the VIA has 
joined the Pennsylvania Association of Non-
Profit Organizations (PANO). PANO Membership 
offers our organization access to a variety of dis-
counted and relevant tools including products, 
services, resources, and events; saving our or-
ganization time and money and linking us with a 
broader cross-sector of knowledge and trends. 
Our membership applies to all of our organiza-
tion's staff, board members and volunteers.  

An email went out to all VIA members regarding 
spirit ware.  This is your chance to order a jacket, 
vest or shirt with the VIA logo and to wear it with 
pride at all of our VIA or Bucks County Designer 
House & Gardens events.  Please get your order 
in by March 18.  You can then pick up your order 
at the VIA office saving shipping expenses. 

Please review all of your legacy forms to make 
sure they are consistent with our current logo 
and branding.  If you need help with any of your 
forms please contact Allyson Gilmore. 

The VIA budget process has begun. Each treas-
urer has been asked to develop a draft budget. 
Please make sure to provide your respective 
treasurer with your committee’s budget. 

Veterans 
Pat Shire 

The past few weeks have been very busy for Vet-
eran’s Committee members who have been de-
livering checks to various military charities.  This 
is my first year as Chair of the Committee and I 
had the privilege of accompanying them to each 
site.  What an educational experience it was for 
me! 
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The gratitude expressed by each recipient organ-
ization was truly moving. With each visit, I 
learned something new or I took away a better 
understanding of what the organization has to 
offer for the benefit of our military members.  
The focus of this year's donations was to chari-
ties that provided care free of charge for veter-
ans and their families who are suffering from 
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD).  From 
providing a helpline for speaking to a therapist 
immediately to training dogs as service animals 
for at-risk veterans, these services are known to 
prevent potential suicides from occurring.  

Grocery and gas gift cards, along with a check, 
were presented to the Family Readiness Group 
(FRG) at the Horsham Air Guard Station in Hors-
ham.  Our donation of food and gift cards will as-
sist the military members who are in need of 
short-term financial assistance in providing for 
their families. 

In appreciation for the generosity our member-
ship has shown for their cause, the FRG once 
again has invited the entire VIA membership and 
their families to this year’s Family Day event.  
The event will take place on June 2, 2019, from 
10 am to 2 pm at the Horsham Air Guard Station 
in Horsham.  There will be plenty of fun, food, 
and games for all to enjoy.  Please let me know if 

you and your family will be attending and I will 
forward the information to the base. 

 
(L to R) Maureen Marron, Gregory Whitney, and Pat Shire 

At Washington Crossing National Cemetery, I 
saw for the first time, the beautiful memorial 
dedicated to the Gold Star Families.  Much has 
changed over the years since the cemetery 
opened and it’s worth visiting.  VIA donations 
have gone to the beautiful landscaping that you 
will see.   A private tour can be arranged by con-
tacting Mr. Gregory Whitney, Cemetery Director, 
to set up an appointment.  You can e-mail Mr. 
Whitney at Gregory.Whitney@va.gov or call him 
at the Cemetery main number which is 215-504-
5610.  Be sure to tell him that you are a VIA mem-
ber.      
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VIA Event Calendar 
Please note the following committee meeting changes: 

The March JLMH meeting has been moved to Health & Wellness Center VIA Auditorium. An up-to-date 
calendar is available on the VIA website in the For Members section of the site. 

The list of VIA Events is also available on the For Members Only page (via-doylestown.org/member-
ship/for-members). Please be sure to check the website to note any meeting date, time, or location 
changes. 

Event Date Day Time Location 

JLMH Radiance Spa  3-1 to 3-31 3-1 to 3-31 Need appt. Radiance Spa, Bucks Club Jamison 

VIA Membership Meeting 03-05-2019 Tue 1:00 PM Health & Wellness Center 

Mary Kay Fundraiser 03-12-2019 Tue Noon H&W Center Warrington Rm 

Mary Kay Fundraiser 03-14-2019 Thu 10:30-Noon VIA Office 

St. Patrick's Day 03-17-2019 Sun   

Walk with a Doc 03-20-2019 Wed 12:00 PM William Neis Park Doylestown 

Bucks County Women's History 
Award Ceremony 03-21-2019 Thu 

6:30-9:00 JLA 

Best Kept Secrets -  03-24-2019 Sun 1 PM and 4 PM JLA - JLMH Benefit Concert 

CBCC Gourmet Getaway 03-28-2019 Thu 5:00 - 9:00 PM Warrington Country Club 

Mad Mex Dinner 04/01/2019 Mon 7:00-9:00 PM Willow Grove Preregister 

JLMH Radiance Spa  4-1 to 4-30 4-1 to 4-30 Need appt. Radiance Spa, Bucks Club Jamison 

VIA Membership Meeting 04-02-2019 Tue 1:00 PM JLA 

Uno's Fundraiser  04-09-2019 Tue 11AM - 11 PM Rt 611 & Almshouse Rd Warrington 

Good Friday 04-19-2019 Fri   

Passover 04-19-2019 Fri   

Cornerstone 5K  04-20-2019 Sat 9:00 AM Health & Wellness Center 

Easter 04-21-2019 Sun   

Preview Gala 04-26-2019 Fri 6:00-10:00 PM Peppermint Farm 

Designer House Opens 04-28-2019 Sun Noon-4:00 PM Peppermint Farm 

VIA Membership Meeting/Hospital 
Appreciation Lunch 05-07-2019 Tue 

11:30 AM Doylestown Hospital CR J 

Meet the Design Team 05-14-2019 Tue 4:00-5:30 PM Peppermint Farm 

VIA Evening in the Garden 05-21-2019 Tue 6:00 - 8:00 PM Peppermint Farm 

Mother's Day 05-12-2019 Sun   

Designer House Closes 05-26-2019 Sun 4:00 PM Peppermint Farm 

Salute to the Troops Designer House 05-26-2019 Sun 4:00 -6:00 PM Designer House 

Memorial Day Parade 05-27-2019 Mon 8:00 AM TBA 

Veterans Garden Planting 05-30-2019 Thu 11:00 AM Pine Run Lakeview 

VIA Membership & Annual Meeting 06-04-2019 Tue 12:00 PM Doylestown Country Club 

Crazy for You: The New Gershwin 
Musical Comedy Wed Wed 

2:00 PM De Sales University Labuda Theater 
2755 Station Ave  

Center Valley Pennsylvania 18034 
Location Legend: CBR - Chairman’s Board Room (formerly Conference Room K), CR - Doylestown Hospital Conference Room, DH – Designer House, HWC=Health & 

Wellness Center VIA Auditorium, JLMH=James-Lorah Memorial Home Dining Room, JLA-James-Lorah Auditorium, PR- Pine Run, VIA-VIA Office 
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Membership Meeting 
April 5, 2019 | 1 pm | James-Lorah Auditorium 

Just A Girl  
Performance by  Jenny Lee Stern 

 


