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Our Vision: A Healthy and Vibrant Community 

From the VIA President  
Joyce A. Hanson 

n Tuesday, February 5, at 1 pm, we held our monthly 
membership meeting in the VIA Auditorium at the 
Health & Wellness Center.  Dr. Brenda Foley, Assis-
tant Medical Director in Doylestown Hospital's 

Emergency Department, provided us with an update on the 
opioid crisis.  This presentation was very informative as  
Dr. Foley sees the results of this crisis on an almost daily basis. 

Having learned that 30 to 35 babies are born at Doylestown 
Hospital each year with Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome 
(NAS), the VIA has taken on the initiative of helping with the 
opioid crisis by providing supplies to the parents of babies 
born at our hospital with NAS.  This condition occurs in new-
borns who have been exposed to opioids in utero.  I would like 
to thank Joy Levy who coordinated this effort and all of the 
VIA members who helped assemble the bags on January 16. 
Upon discharge from the hospital, the mom will receive a bag 
filled with helpful baby items for use at home.  They include 
everything from sleep sacks, pacifiers, hats, and blankets to 
toys and books.  Our plan is to make this an ongoing project. 

Another “thank you!”  to Marilyn Mele for the very interesting 
and informative membership meeting last month. Marilyn ar-
ranged for five of the most recent Community Response grant 
recipients to speak to us about their programs.  We should be 
very proud knowing that the money we provided them helped 
go toward such great causes.  This is another example of how 
the VIA continues our mission of enhancing the health and 
welfare of the community. 

Be sure to get your reservation in for our annual Designer 
House Empty House Party on Sunday, February 24, from 2 to 5 pm.  Sandy Homel managed to pull off a 
miracle!  With the disappointment of having to end the contract for Stone Ridge Farm, Sandy moved 
forward with determination and was able to quickly find a fabulous replacement.  Located in Hilltown 
Township, Peppermint Farm is a Bucks County farmstead on 30 acres with multiple outbuildings and a 
charming circa-1860 farmhouse that has been expanded over the years.  Don’t miss this opportunity to 
see the property before it is transformed by the creative designers and landscapers. 

Wishing each of you a Happy Valentine’s Day! 

O 
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Of Special Note 
January Meeting Meditation 

Below is the meditation Dr. Sandy Homel 
adapted to our meeting shared at the January 
VIA Membership Meeting. 

embracing mistakes 

“I hope that in this year to come, you make mis-
takes. Because if you are making mistakes, then 
you are making new things, trying new things, 
learning, living, pushing yourself, changing your-
self, changing your world. You're doing things 
you've never done before, and more importantly, 
you're Doing Something. 

So that's my wish for you, and all of us, and my 
wish for myself. Make New Mistakes. Make glo-
rious, amazing mistakes. Make mistakes no-
body's ever made before. Don't freeze, don't 
stop, don't worry that it isn't good enough, or it 
isn't perfect, whatever it is: art, or love, or work 
or family or life. 

Whatever it is you're scared of doing, Do it. Make 
your mistakes, next year and forever.” 

—Neil Gaiman 

 

Letters to the VIA 
Veterans Committee 

 YMCA Veterans Luncheon 

We want to thank you for your 
participation and contribution to 
our Veterans Day Luncheon. Coor-
dinating the raffle and preparing the center-
pieces, decorations and prizes helped to make 
the event a success and demonstrated our ap-
preciation of our Veterans. We are grateful for 
your support. 

Sincerely – The Togetherhood Committee 

Paperback Book Donations 

You made the holidays bright for many mili-
tary/veteran children! Mindful Warrior Project 

Thank you for your continued support to the 
American Red Cross – Service to the Armed 
Forces. SAF Red Cross 

Doylestown Health System Report  
Joan Parlee, Vice President Health Services 

The Doylestown Hospital and Foundation Boards 
kicked off 2019 with a joint meeting.  We were 

 

 

VIA Treasurer’s Report 

Ruth Carlson 

For month ending Dec 31, ‘18 Nov 30, ‘18 

Current Assets $97,871 $93,207 

Long Term Assets  $362,115 $340,056 

Total Assets $459,986 $433,264 

   

Income YTD  $60,063 $22,481 

Expenses YTD $45,912 $34,742 

Change In Net Assets $14,151 ($12,260) 
 

VIA Officers 

VIA President   Joyce A. Hanson 
1st Vice President Barbara Ann Price 
2nd Vice President Helen Hammes 
Recording Secretary Connie Ocelus 
Corresponding Secretary Joy Levy 
Treasurer Ruth Carlson 
Assistant Treasurer  Beverly Harvey 

VIA of Doylestown 
595 West State Street, Doylestown, PA 18901 

215-345-2347 | VIA-Doylestown.org 
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introduced to the principals of Veralon, a firm 
engaged in preparing a roadmap for Doylestown 
Health to assist us in remaining an indispensable 
independent health system.  Dan Grauman, 
Managing Director and CEO, then asked the 
Boards to present any questions or concerns 
they would like Veralon to consider in their anal-
ysis.  Many good topics came up at the meeting 
and afterward at several individual and small 
group sessions.  Some of the areas they will con-
centrate on include local market environment, 
national trends, core competencies for success 
as an independent provider, gaps and opportu-
nities in Doylestown Health’s strategies.  We are 
looking to maintain and improve Doylestown 
Health’s ability to succeed as an independent 
system focused on value-based care.  This pro-
cess will take about three months. 

The Boards then returned to the regular agenda 
beginning with December and January Patient 
Safety Reports.  The December Surgery Center 
Report was good for Quarter 3, 2018.  There was 
one serious hospital event when a wrong side 
thyroid biopsy was performed.  A Root Cause 
Analysis revealed a gap in the time-out process.  
The January meeting summary indicated that the 
Narcotic Responsible Hospital designation has 
been in place in the Emergency Room for several 
years and has demonstrated a significant reduc-
tion in the number of opioid prescriptions as well 
as the number of pills per prescription given to 
ER patients.  The program has been expanded to 
inpatient prescriptions. 

At the beginning of the Finance report, Kathy 
McCaffery was introduced as DH’s new Finance 
Director.  She comes to us from the Temple 
Health System.  For June to December 2018 
Earnings before Interest and Depreciation have 
improved by $1.9M over last year.  The Operat-
ing Gain is $1.2M, an improvement of $1.9M 
over FY2018.  Net Patient Revenue, inpatient dis-
charges, observation cases, and surgical volume 
are down, but so are year-to-date Expenses by 
$2.5M below FY2018.  Pine Run ended June-De-
cember 2018 with an operating gain of $336K.  
Pine Run’s Operating Revenue was 6.7% greater 
than last year and their expenses were 5.3% 
above last year.  DH Physicians have 5 additional 

practices over last year at this time.  Total Oper-
ating Revenue for DH Physicians is 42% higher 
than last year and the ongoing practices per-
formed 9% better than budget.  Operating Ex-
penses were 7% over budget.  Investment results 
as of December 31, 2018, showed a value decline 
of $2.9M.  The market value of the Pension Fund 
decreased by $4.8M.  However, in January in-
vestment values have almost fully recovered.  
Overall for the six months YTD, the Doylestown 
Health System shows an operating loss of $3.6M 
compared to last year’s operating loss of 
$4.5M.  All bond covenants were met. 

Two recommendations from the Finance Com-
mittee were unanimously approved by the Hos-
pital Board.  The first resolution was to purchase 
a 1.5 Tesla MRI for an amount not to exceed 
$2.4M.  This purchase was 100% funded by a do-
nor with no cost to the Health System.  We are 
so fortunate to have donors who feel as we do 
about Doylestown Health.  The second resolu-
tion was to proceed with a joint venture model 
andinitiate construction for the Ambulatory Sur-
gery Center (ASC) on the third floor of Pavilion III; 
already under construction.  Timing is critical to 
assure access to continued surgical capacity for 
the system.  Doylestown Health has engaged 
NueHealth, a national Ambulatory Surgery Cen-
ter management company, in the development 
of the ASC and the business model for the ASC 
using a limited liability company.  The initial 
proforma was based on Doylestown Health hav-
ing a 49% stake, NueHealth 10% and Physicians 
and other entities 41%. 

The Foundation Development Committee report 
was given this month by Linda McIlhinney, 
Chair.  Cash and new pledges July 1 – December 
31, 2018, totaled almost $20M.  The Annual Ap-
peal mailing resulted in $340,446.  The One Vi-
sion Campaign total is $46.5M of the $75M goal.   

The new Heart and Vascular Center will now 
have a new name, “Cardiovascular and Critical 
Care Pavilion” with the Center for Critical Care on 
the 3rd floor and the CVICU/ICU on the second 
floor.  A major donor wall will be built in this Pa-
vilion and will include all those who have given 
$25,000 or more by 6/30/19. 
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The Circle of Life Auction gross proceeds were 
$136,645.  The winner of the BMW, Ken 
Swanstrom, donated his winnings back to the 
Second Century Fund.  Another generous sup-
porter of Doylestown Health!  There are two 
more events upcoming, one in the New York 
apartment of Pat and Alex Gorsky and one in the 
home of Bill O’Donnell in Jamison.  The Friends 
of the Heart have raised $1.4M toward their $1M 
One Vision pledge, $.4M over! 

I hope you all saw the OpEd article in The Intelli-
gencer of January 9th by Rosanne Caronella, for-
mer owner of LaBonne Auberge Restaurant in 
New Hope.  She shared her gratitude for the ex-
cellent care at Doylestown Hospital and the im-
portance of philanthropy in delivering quality 
healthcare. 

The Medical Executive Committee asked for and 
received unanimous approval from the Board for 
membership/privileges for two doctors, Jeffrey 
North, MD and David Van Why, MD in the Ortho-
pedic Service Line in association with Moss Re-
hab.  Another doctor, Carola Kieve, MD received 
approval for a change in status from Provisional 
to Active staff privileges in the Medical Service 
Line/Psychiatry. 

You can see we are off to a very busy and exciting 
start to the New Year at Doylestown Health.  We 
Look forward to all working together in the many 
endeavors of this wonderful organization. 

Events and Activities 
VIA Membership Meetings  
March 5 / 1:00 pm / VIA Auditorium – H&WC 
Wellness and a Sense of Place - A. Miles Arnott 

A. Miles Arnott, the Executive Director of Bow-
man’s Hill Wildflower Preserve will present the 
March program Wellness and a Sense of Place. 
He will include a brief history of the Wildflower 
Preserve, their current status, and their vision for 
the future. He plans to focus on the crucial con-
nection between humankind and nature, along 
with the health benefits the Preserve offers to 
both individuals and the community as a whole. 

A. Miles Arnott obtained his Master of Science in 
Botany from Tulane University, specializing in 

plant taxonomy and pollination ecology. As Exec-
utive Director of Bowman’s Hill Wildflower Pre-
serve since 2001, Miles’ goal is to ensure sustain-
able stewardship of the natural resources at the 
Preserve and to further the Preserve’s role as a 
leading educational resource for biodiversity and 
native flora.  

April 5 / 1:00 pm / James-Lorah Auditorium 
Just A Girl – Jenny Lee Stern 

Jenny Lee Stern is 
a Doylestown na-
tive and Broad-
way Veteran. In 
her program, Just 
A Girl, she takes 
us on a journey 
through song and 
stories, stopping 
along the way to 

acknowledge the women in her life who have in-
spired her both personally and professionally as 
told through her favorite popular and Broadway 
music.  

"Variety calls triple threat Jenny Lee Stern “won-
derful,” and DC Theatre Scene raves “along with 
her gifted pipes, Stern has a stage presence that 
could fill up the Grand Ole Opry.” Stern appeared 
on Broadway in the musical Rocky. Off-Broad-
way, she earned resounding critical acclaim for 
her dynamic celebrity impressions in Forbidden 
Broadway and Spamilton, as well as appearing in 
A Christmas Story at Madison Square Garden. 
Additionally, Stern originated the role of Mary 
Delgado for the National Tour of Chicago, and 
original Toronto companies of Jersey Boys. Other 
theatre performances include multiple produc-
tions of Always, Patsy Cline (Patsy Cline), Little 
Shop of Horrors (Audrey), Damn Yankees (Lola), 
Xanadu (Kira), Grease (Rizzo), Grease (Frenchy), 
West Side Story (Anybodys), and Godspell (Bless 
the Lord). Concerts include Just a Girl and The 
Skivvies at NYC’s 54 Below, as well as the Bucks 
County Symphony Orchestra Pops. Television: 
The Sopranos and The Mysteries of Laura." 

She is a Central Bucks West and Linden Elemen-
tary School grad, who moved back to 
Doylestown, where she is happily raising her 
three lovely girls. 
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Book Club  

February 26 / 10:30 am /  
Forest Ridge Club House 
The VIA book club will meet 
in the Forest Ridge Club 
House at 300 Beech Blvd., 
Warrington, PA 18976. The 
Banker’s Wife will be dis-
cussed. The Club will meet 
again on March 26 and dis-
cuss The Collector's Appren-
tice: A Novel by B.A. Shapiro. 

 

Crazy for You: The New Gershwin Musical  
Comedy 

June 19 / 2 pm / De Sales University  
Tony Award-winning classic tale of boy loses girl. 
Treasured Gershwin songs meet sparkling, sen-
sational dances in the ultimate feel-good musical 
comedy for the summer season. From acclaimed 
Lend Me a Tenor and The Three Musketeers 
funnyman playwright Ken Ludwig, this Tony 
Award-winning musical sends a banker with 
show business stars in his eyes from New York to 
Deadrock, Nevada on official business. Mistaken 
identities, love at first sight, and hijinks hilarity 
resuscitate an abandoned theater and the spirit 
of a small town. With a wealth of memorable 
tunes including “I’ve Got Rhythm,” “Someone to 
Watch Over Me” and “Nice Work if You Can Get 
It,” Crazy for You bubbles over with spectacular 
show-stopping numbers and glistens with 1930s 
glamour. 

The performance will be held as part of the Penn-
sylvania Shakespeare Festival at De Sales Univer-
sity Labuda Theater located at 2755 Station Ave, 
Center Valley, Pennsylvania 18034. 

Arrange to meet at noon for lunch on your own 
at the Copperhead Grille, 5737 Rt 378, Bethle-
hem, PA 18015 (copperheadgrille.com).  

Tickets are $44 per person payable to VIA and 
are available March 5 – May 25. For additional 
information, please contact Diana Hazzard 215-
290-7446 or diana.hhazzard@yahoo.com.  Com-
plete the following order form and return with a 
check payable to the VIA of Doylestown to VIA 
Office: Attn Social Committee, 595 West State 
Street, Doylestown, PA 18901. 

Crazy for You Tickets 

Name  

Email  

Phone  

# Tickets @$44pp  

Seat Location 

circle one 

Orchestra 

Balcony 

Total Enclosed $ 

Committee Updates 

Designer House 
Sandy Homel 

Empty House Party - Don’t miss it!  Plan to join 
our celebration as we open our Designer House 
season on Sunday, February 24, 2 - 5 PM, with a 
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tour of the “empty” property before the design-
ers and landscapers begin to transform the 1860 
farmhouse, gardens and outbuildings.  

The farmhouse is one of a kind.  Look for the 
many unique built-ins, the deeply carved win-
dow sills along with the exposed beams, and the 
stone floors and random-width wood floors.  See 
first-hand how a smokehouse and an outdoor 
patio became part of the farmhouse expansion.  
You will find not one but two covered porches 
that enhance the home. 

The 30-acre farm is named for the fields of pep-
permint that were once harvested there. 

Enjoy light nosh and wine tasting while bidding 
on gift cards, wine, and gift baskets. Maybe there 
will be peppermint too!  Purchase your $30 
ticket online or at the upcoming meeting.  This 
popular event is sure to sell out early!  

Proceeds will support the One Vision/Second 
Century Fund for Doylestown Hospital and the 
mission of the VIA.  

As we move forward in the coming weeks to pre-
pare for the Designer House, please check the 
VIA website and sign up for at least two shifts to 
staff the house.  Beginning in early March, we 
will need your help in staffing the house as 
House Sitters.  This is the ultimate “behind the 
scene” experience.  It’s an opportunity to get to 
know our design team and view their progress 
first hand.  Other positions will also be made 
available in Designer Sales, as Guides, etc. Your 
support of our biggest fundraiser makes it possi-
ble for the VIA to fulfill our mission. 

Educational Scholarships 
Arlene O’Hara 

Communication with school counselors regard-
ing student selection for VIA teen scholarships 
has been initiated. Letters are being updated and 
revised for mailing in February and March. 

The committee looks forward to selecting new 
scholarship winners and meeting the wonderful 
candidates. 

Fundraising 
Cory H. Schroeder 

Once again, thank you for your support of the 
VIA's 2018 fundraising activities. The money 
raised helps support the VIA operating budget 
and helps keep dues to a minimum. 

Thanks to Gloria Walker and Mary Kay Cosmet-
ics, you will have an opportunity to Pamper Your-
self in February! Sign up for a complimentary 
session to learn correct skin care and application 
of make-up, or create a ‘new look’ for yourself to 
brighten your spirits! Gloria can do this in several 
ways – in your home or that of a friend, in her 
home, or even at another location (i.e., the 
James-Lorah Auditorium). Choose from selected 
times or an individual appointment. No purchase 
is necessary, but products will be available. If you 
prefer to just order products, an order form is 
enclosed. 

This offer runs through February 20. Gloria is of-
fering a very generous percentage of product 
sales – sales less than $500, 20% profit to the 
VIA; $500 to $999, 25% profit; and sales $1,000 
and above, 30% profit! If the product does not 
meet your expectations, a refund or exchange is 
possible. 

It is a privilege to have Gloria make us this offer, 
and I hope you will support another one of our 
community’s small businesses. If you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact Gloria at 
215-794-5267 or glowalker1@verizon.net. 

I am able to confirm several events for 2019. We 
will once again host UNO Pizzeria & Grill Days on 
both April 9 and November 12! Twenty percent 
of the proceeds over $1,000, INCLUDING alcohol, 
benefits the VIA - a pretty good deal! This year 
we will have representatives in the main dining 
room and in the bar area to greet all the guests 
that enter. In the past, we’ve only been in the 
main dining room and perhaps lost a chance to 
appeal to those in the bar. "Fingers crossed" that 
this effort will increase our earnings. 

There will be another BIG Raffle in 2019, but we 
are still working out the details. The monthly 
meeting 50/50s will continue. 
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Hope to have more details for these and other 
events next month. 

Please remember to  

 

James-Lorah Memorial Home 
Jeanne Sandusky 

Administrative 
We have contracted with Audiobahn to install a 
ceiling projector and new sound system in the-
James-Lorah Auditorium. In addition, acoustic 
ceiling panels will be installed to mitigate echo-
ing in the auditorium. The wonderful acoustics of 
this space which musical groups so love will be 
minimally affected. If all goes well, the new sys-
tem will be in place by April. We extend our 
thanks to the recent Bucks County Designer 
House & Gardens Chairs and the Finance Com-
mittee for allocating a portion of their proceeds 
for these upgrades. 

For the months of February and March, our com-
mittee will meet in the VIA Auditorium at the 
Health & Wellness Center, 847 Easton Road, 
Warrington beginning at 10 AM. Remember that 
if the Central Bucks School District is closed, our 
meeting is canceled. 

Fundraising 
March – April 2019 – Relax & 
Restore your Inner Balance by 
enjoying a variety of mas-
sages, facials, and other body 
treatments. Coupons will be 
distributed at the VIA Febru-
ary and March meetings, as well as, being in-
cluded in our VIA Newsletter. Present the cou-
pon when you visit Radiance Spa and they will 
donate 15% of your treatment fees to the JLMH 
Preservation Fund. Radiance Spa is located at the 
Bucks Club, 2600 York Road, Jamison, 215-343-
0350, ext. 6 or visit Radiance-Spa.com for more 
information. 

 

BUCKS COUNTY COUNTRY GENTLEMEN & 
JAMES-LORAH MEMORIAL HOME PRESENT! 

You will learn about these secrets through a cen-
tury of songs and stories. A local dignitary will be 
our emcee – come and see who it is! This will be 
a fundraiser for James-Lorah Memorial Home 
preservation and improvements. Two perfor-
mances will be held on Sunday, March 24 at 1:00 
pm – 2:30 pm and 4:00 pm - 5:30 pm. Ticket 
prices are $18 and $15 for 62+. Tickets may be 
purchased online at VIA-Doylestown.org or by 
check. Please make checks payable to VIA/JLMH 
and note on the check how many tickets are to 
be purchased. Please mail these checks to VIA 
Office, Attn: JLMH - Beverly Harvey, 595 W. State 
Street, Doylestown, PA 18901. 
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Marketing 
Allyson Gilmore 

VIA Website 
The Marketing Committee has chosen to work 
with The Up Agency for the redesign of our web-
site. We are pleased to be working with Cheryl 
Castro and Todd Parlee who many of you may 
know as Joan Parlee's son and the creator of the 
"door knocker" that worked very well for us as 
the designer house logo for many years. Over the 
past month, we have reviewed the main objec-
tives of our website and what we are looking to 
achieve. Cheryl and Todd have been extremely 
responsive and provided samples for our first 
round of reviews.  We are looking to develop a 
vibrant, interactive, useful, and easy to navigate 
platform that showcases the VIA's great work, 
our rich history, and the strategic plan for the fu-
ture of our organization. We hope it will com-
municate our impact and attract new members. 
As we work through the design of the site, we in-
vite all committee members to take a critical 
look at the current site and let us know if any cor-
rections or updates are needed to the content or 
if there is content that would be of benefit to you 
as a member, help to convey our work better, or 
to engage members in our efforts. 

VIA Spirit Wear 
Keep an eye out for some great VIA logo wear 
soon.  In preparation for our 125th Anniversary, 
the Marketing and Strategic Planning Commit-
tees have partnered and selected several rea-
sonably-priced items for members to purchase 
and show their support of and involvement in 
the VIA including a short-sleeve polo, long-sleeve 
T-shirt, women’s vest, and a light hooded rain-
jacket. Sample items in several sizes will be made 
available in the VIA Office and a website will be 
available to place your orders.  

It's important that we all speak with "one VIA 
voice".  We ask all members, especially those 
who in their roles serve as the "face" of the VIA 
in public settings, familiarize themselves with 
the "Elevator Speech" and boilerplate state-
ments that can be found on the VIA Website's 
Members Only Section under Marketing.  Please 

be sure to use these short remarks in presenta-
tions on behalf of the VIA and in written materi-
als. 

To make sure all of our members and the com-
munity are aware of our events, we need you to 
keep us aware of all upcoming events. The Mar-
keting Committee has been charged with creat-
ing all VIA flyers, so we have a consistent look 
and message (plus it takes the effort off of your 
committee). We will also post your event on the 
VIA website, send out information through social 
media, and send press releases to the media. 
Letting us know early in the process will help us 
create the best materials. After an event occurs, 
please send us your pictures and stories so we 
can tell the world about what the VIA is doing to 
fulfill our mission! 

Please contact Allyson Gilmore at agil-
more@dh.org about all VIA events. 

Membership 
LaFaun Reed Kahn 

Welcome New Member 
Katherine (Kathie) A. Poore 215-795-2188 

Strategic Planning 
Barbara Ann Price 

Efforts continue to identify the top three priori-
ties for the Strategic Planning Committees (Over-
all, Branding/ Communication, Finance, Mem-
bership, and the Opioid Project). 

It was shared that all treasurers will move to 
Quickbooks and a new chart of accounts is in the 
process of being set up.  Training will occur for 
full implementation to take place by July 1.  This 
will incorporate any new financial changes for 
non-profits. 

A meeting was held to discuss changes to the an-
nual report to make the report more substantial.  
The group compared our current annual report 
to other non-profit reports in the area.  It was 
suggested to include a Call to Action in the next 
report that would include an envelope for dona-
tions. 



 February 2019 
 

To Enhance the Health & Welfare of Central Bucks County and Surrounding Communities | Page 9 
 

Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome (NAS) Project 

 
(L to R) Jan Cope, Chris Thompson, Kathy Donahue, Joy Levy, 
Kris Elmer, Pauline Canelli, Joan Parlee, Pamela Good, Bar-
bara Ann Price, Anita Costa, Allyson Gilmore, Helen Ham-
mes, Rose Ann Nelson, Lillian O'Connor, Kathy Krick. 

On January 16, members of the VIA and its Stra-
tegic Planning committee were joined by Kathy 
Donahue from the Maternity Cen-
ter, Kris Elmer (Pediatrics Clinical 
Manager) and Pauline Canelli (Ma-
ternity Clinical Manager). Using ma-
terials donated and purchased, 16 
bags were quickly stuffed to supply 
the Maternity Center and Pediatric 
Unit with items beneficial to the 
care and development of babies 
born with Neonatal Abstinence Syn-
drome.  The effort was just in time 
for one baby at the hospital who is 
heading home with one of our bags.  
Several bags will be housed in the 
Maternity and Pediatric Units for 
quick disbursement.  Each bag also 
contains a note from the VIA con-
gratulating the family on the birth 
of their child, an explanation of why 
we are gifting them with this bag 
and an acknowledgement of the 
supporters and donors who made 
this possible. 

 

Filled bags are stored in sealed plastic containers 
in “the cage” where designer house materials 
are stored. In addition to items stored in these 
boxes, extra donated materials are also in that 
area.  Given that 35 babies with NAS are born 
each year at the hospital, we will likely be hold-
ing another stuffing event in July.   

In the future, the Maternity Unit will give us bi-
annual updates about how many bags are dis-
tributed and will request feedback from the fam-
ilies about the usefulness of these items.  

Please contact Joy Levy at joylevy@yahoo.com if 
you would like to participate in future bag stuff-
ings or assist with this effort. 
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Veterans 
Pat Shire 

The December VIA Veterans Committee “pot 
luck” luncheon and meeting was held at the 
beautiful home of Mary Lou Sander.  

The funds raised at the October and November 
VIA Membership meetings were allocated 
among several area organizations as follows. 

• Grocery and gas cards were allocated to the 
Family Readiness Group (FRG) for use by mili-
tary families at the Horsham Air Guard at the 
Willow Grove Naval Air Station. 

• Meghan’s Foundation which provides yoga 
and meditation classes for the military who are 
suffering from PTSD. 

• Washington Crossing National Cemetery to 
provide for additional plantings in the ceme-
tery for its landscape beautification.   

• Pine Run Veterans to provide flower plantings 
for their Veterans Garden.   

• Alpha Bravo Canine to provide training (which 
costs an average of $30,000 per dog) for ser-
vice dogs for military veterans who suffer from 
PTSD, TBI, and other combat-related disabili-
ties. The trained dogs are provided free of 
charge to qualifying veterans.   

• Steven A. Cohen Military Family Clinic at the 
University of Pennsylvania to provide tele-
health services for post 9/11 veterans and 
their families.  Telehealth is a method of offer-
ing mental health care at no cost via video con-
ference when an individual is unable to visit 
their therapist at the clinic.  Although the clinic 
is at Penn, Bucks County Community College 

has referenced this service.  This service has 
been found to save lives.   

• Operation Paperback is an ongoing VIA Vet-
eran’s Committee project.  We continue to col-
lect book donations from our VIA membership 
and mail them to the various military organiza-
tions for distribution to the members of the 
military stationed in both the US and abroad.   

Smaller amounts of money were set aside for the 
VIA Petite Luncheon, YMCA Veterans Luncheon, 
Hospital Cards, and Chairman’s Fund. 

In the fall, Irene Remphrey, a member of the VIA 
Veteran’s Committee, passed away suddenly.  It 
was suggested that anyone who wished to re-
member Irene with a donation to the VIA in her 
memory can give their check directly to Jean Up-
ton.  The check will be submitted to the VIA 
Treasurer with a request that the money is allo-
cated to the Veterans Committee for military 
charity distribution.  The donation would be 
noted in the Annual Report.   

Welfare 
Marianne Chabot 

On January 9 the Welfare Fund Committee ap-
proved an expenditure of $33,500 for the pur-
chase of 335 $100 Target gift cards.  

Members of Welfare met on January 23 to pre-
pare the gift cards for mailing to families.  Central 
Bucks School District nurses and counselors pro-
vided names and addresses of families in finan-
cial need. 

Each family’s gift card was tucked inside a note 
printed with the words: 

“The women of the Village Improvement Associ-
ation wish to make the New Year a little brighter 
for you and your family by providing the enclosed 
gift card.  As founders of Doylestown Hospital, 
the VIA has been dedicated to serving the needs 
of the community since 1895.We wish you all the 
best in the New Year.” 

The committee mailed 325 gift cards and kept 
ten cards on hand are to serve immediate needs. 

Earnings from Welfare trusts and investments, 
together with the 2018 Designer House contribu-
tion, provided funding for Welfare’s annual sup-
port to community programs.
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VIA Event Calendar 
Please note the following committee meeting changes: 

February and March JLMH meetings have been moved to Health & Wellness Center VIA Auditorium. An 
up-to-date calendar is available on the VIA website in the For Members section of the site. 

The list of VIA Events is also available on the For Members Only page (via-doylestown.org/member-
ship/for-members). Please be sure to check the website to note any meeting date, time, or location 
changes. 

Event Date Day Time Location 

VIA Membership Meeting 02-05-2019 Tue 1:00 PM Health & Wellness Center 

Mary Kay Fundraiser 02-12-2019 Tue 12 PM - 2 PM H&W Ctr Warrington Room 

Valentine Gift Giving 02-14-2019 Thu 11:00 AM Pine Run Health Center 

Valentine's Day 02-14-2019 Thu   

Presidents' Day 02-18-2019 Mon   

Designer House Empty House Party 02-24-2019 Sun 2:00 -5:00 PM Peppermint Farm 

JLMH Radiance Spa  3-1 to 3-31 Daily Need appt. Radiance Spa, Bucks Club Jamison 

VIA Membership Meeting 03-05-2019 Tue 1:00 PM Health & Wellness Center 

Daylight Saving 03-10-2019 Sun   

St. Patrick's Day 03-17-2019 Sun   

Bucks County Women's History 
Award Ceremony 

03-21-2019 Thu 6:30-9:00 JLA 

Best Kept Secrets - JLMH Benefit 
Concert 

03-24-2019 Sun 1 PM and 4 PM JLA 

Gourmet Getaway 03-28-2019 Thu 5:00 - 9:00 PM Warrington Country Club 

JLMH Radiance Spa  4-1 to 4-30 4-1 to 4-30 Need appt. Radiance Spa, Bucks Club Jamison 

VIA Membership Meeting 04-02-2019 Tue 1:00 PM JLA 

Uno Pizzeria and & Grill Fundraiser  04-09-2019 Tue 11AM - 11 PM 611 & Almshouse Rd Warrington 

Good Friday 04-19-2019 Fri   

Passover 04-19-2019 Fri   

Easter 04-21-2019 Sun   

Preview Gala 04-26-2019 Fri 6:00-10:00 PM Peppermint Farm 

Designer House Opens 04-28-2019 Sun Noon-4:00 PM Peppermint Farm 

VIA Membership Meeting 
Hospital Appreciation Lunch 

05-07-2019 Tue 11:30 AM Doylestown Hospital CR J 

Meet the Design Team May ??? May ??? 4:00 -6:00 PM Peppermint Farm 

VIA Evening in the Garden 5/14/2019 Tue 6:00 - 8:00 PM Peppermint Farm 

Mother's Day 05-12-2019 Sun   

Designer House Closes 05-26-2019 Sun 4:00 PM Peppermint Farm 

Salute to the Troops Designer House 05-26-2019 Sun 4:00 -6:00 PM Peppermint Farm 

Memorial Day Parade 05-27-2019 Mon 8:00 AM TBA 

Veterans Garden Planting 05-30-2019 Thu 11:00 AM Pine Run Lakeview 

Location Legend: CBR - Chairman’s Board Room (formerly Conference Room K), CR - Doylestown Hospital Conference Room, DH – Designer House, HWC=Health & 
Wellness Center VIA Auditorium, JLMH=James-Lorah Memorial Home Dining Room, JLA-James-Lorah Auditorium, PR- Pine Run, VIA-VIA Office   
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Membership Meeting 
March 5, 2019 | 1 pm | VIA Auditorium – H&WC  

Wellness and a Sense of Place 
Presented by A. Miles Arnott, Executive Director

 
 


